
North Brighton Residents Survey 
Introduction 
Bayside City Council has, over the last few years, been considering the future of Elsternwick Park 

North.  Among other activities, the council implemented a comprehensive community consultative 

process. 

At a council meeting in April this year some 70 residents presented to the council.  The outcome was 

that the council voted, more or less, to leave the park as it is, until the contract with the golf course 

operator (LMS) ends.  LMS may, as early as January 2018 advise, that it does not want to exercise its 

options under the lease.  LMS has each year reported an operating loss on Elsternwick Golf Course 

and as such may not be inclined to exercise its options.  The operating losses also go some way to 

explaining the current parlous condition of the course. 

Several councillors have stated publicly that: Once the lease with LMS ends, future decisions on the 

park would reflect the wishes of the community.  The different interest groups have made many 

statements about “what people want”.   

This residents survey was designed to provide a more robust survey of the community.  

Approximately 1,300 invitations were delivered to Bayside City Council residents in the areas 

surrounding the park with each invitation having a unique random code to prevent specific interest 

group(s) biasing the results.  

The results show that an overwhelming number of residents strongly support the recommendations 

of the council’s consultative panel; that Elsternwick Park North should become a wetland park.  The 

survey also clearly highlights what is important to residents, namely that they have spaces for quiet 

relaxation and enjoyment with family and friend and habitat for native flora and fauna rather than 

additional facilities for organised sport such as football and cricket.  Together these, along with the 

council’s consultative panel, provide a sound basis for informing the council’s decision about the 

future of Elsternwick Park North once the LMS lease ends. 
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Survey Summary 
Council Decision 

“In April this year (2017) the Bayside City Council met to consider the [community panel] 

recommendations.  The council rejected all three recommendations and instead decided to leave 

the park as it is with the vast majority of the park dedicated to golf.      ( a copy of the full decision is 

here:    

https://www.bayside.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/council/special_council_meeting_26_april_2017_

-_minutes_0.pdf  )” 

Question 
What decision would you have liked the council to make? 
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What is important for residents 
Question 
Thinking about how you might use Elsternwick Park North, please rate how important each of 

the following is to you. 

In your assessment, please consider how well these are catered for elsewhere. 

(for example - there may already be lots of places to meet family and friends so this may not be 

important in Elsternwick Park North) 

 

5 = very important   1 = not important at all 

 

 
  

1.5 2.0 2.5 3.0 3.5 4.0 4.5

Somewhere for health and physical activity

Having a place just be outside in the open air

Somewhere just to go for a stroll

Refuge for native plants and animals

Provide habitat for vulnerable native wildlife

Somewhere for children to play

Somewhere for quiet reflection and relaxation

Somewhere to meet friends and family

Somewhere for cultural and community activities

Somewhere to walk the dog

Somewhere to play golf

Somewhere to play as part of a football team

Somewhere to play as part of a cricket team

Somewhere to play lawn bowls



Participation in Organised Sport 
 

 

 

Club Membership 
Out or 225 people, 28 indicated they were members of either a football, cricket or golf club.  (Some 

people have multiple club memberships) 

Aussie Rules Cricket Golf 

MCC and WESLEY Collegians Not Specified Yarra Yarra 

Sandringham Not Specified WOODLANDS PARKDALE 

Vampires  Social Golf Australia  

Not Specified  Royal Melbourne GC 

East Sadringham Junior Football Club  Royal Melbourne 

East Brighton Vampires  Royal Melbourne 

Not Specified  Kingston  

St Kilda City Australian Football Club  Elsternwick Park 

St kilda  Albert Park & Sorrento 

East Sadringham Junior Football Club  Elsternwick Park 

Not Specified  Royal Melbourne GC 

MCC  Royal Melbourne GC 

Not Specified  Royal Melbourne GC 

Not Specified   

Hampton Rovers football club   

 

None

Swimming

Soccer (outdoor)

Aussie rules

Cricket

Tennis

Netball

Athletics

Golf

Basketball
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Participation in Organised Sport


